Campus Planning Inc.

8465 Settlers Passage

Brecksville, OH  44141-1733

Phone or Fax: (440) 526-7331

e-mail: campusplan@ameritech.net

Web Site: http://www.campusplanninginc.com
COLLEGE ADMISSION AND

FINANCIAL AID TIME-TABLE
JUNIOR YEAR
OCTOBER

The student should take the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test.

SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER

The parent(s) should consult with a Campus Planning educational consultant online to do a "needs analysis" based upon the student’s and parent’s most recent tax return(s). 

JANUARY - JUNE

The student and parents should begin considering the colleges and universities from the list of schools that the student may have an interest in attending. Campus Planning is available to assist in the development of a list of schools for your child to consider. Paramount in this process is, not only what schools will meet the personal and academic needs but, also, what schools offer the best financial aid packages. Merit scholarship possibilities will be taken into consideration in the selection of institutions as well.

Letters of inquiry to the selected colleges will be prepared for full service students. These letters will request applications and other pertinent information.  An appointment for a campus visits during the coming spring, summer and/or fall should be requested once this list is extablished.

SPRING

The student should take both the SAT and ACT.

The student should consider an SAT/ACT preparation course for the summer months to assist you in improving your second test in the fall. 

The student should consider signing up for the May/June Achievement tests if any of the schools if any of the schools he or she is considering require these tests.

Campus Planning provides you  with a list of the best available free scholarship search services on this web site. Do not pay for such a service as our free sources can provice you as many or more sources than scholarships services do. It it is not common knowledge that private sources of scholarships provide an extremely small protion of the annually awarded financial aid. Many students, in the past, have lost already awarded financial aid when the outside or private sector scholarship was reported to the financial aid office. We have legal ways we can show you how to keep the aid your child may win. Many private sector scholarships have deadlines early in the student’s senior year. If you plan to pursue this form of aid inquire and apply early.

SUMMER

The student should spend some time writing a rough draft of his college admission essay, if required, by any of the colleges being considered. Campus Planning is available to assist your student in getting started with the writing of this essay as well as a critique of the essays’ rough draft. A quality essay can go a long way toward improving your child’s chances of  gaining admission. 

The student and parents should visit the colleges on the list making advanced appointments for interviews (if required) and campus tours. The student should be reducing the original list of colleges to at least four and no more than six schools. We have the ability to assist your child with the completition of his or her applications online.
SENIOR YEAR
SEPTEMBER

The student should request letters of recommendation from the necessary teachers and his or her counselor.

The student should confer with Campus Planning to refine his or her college admission essay.

Enroll in a SAT/ACT preparation class if you have not taken one during the past summer.

OCTOBER

The student should retake the ACT.  Retake this test only once.

Take note of all admission and financial aid deadlines and prepare all materials well in advance.

The student should sign up for either the December of January Achievement Tests, if required by any college under consideration. 

NOVEMBER

The student should retake the SAT.  Retake this test only once.

Apply to all possible college choices by Thanksgiving Break.  Be sure to include the separate application for financial aid if any of your possible college choices require one.

DECEMBER

The student should pick, from the high school guidance office, a copy of the Free Form for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and the Financial Aid “Profile,” if required by any of the possible college choices. Campus Planning can assit you with the electronic filing of these forms online.

DECEMBER/JANUARY

A parent  should gather all previous year financial data needed for the preparation of the FAFSA.  We strongly recommend you prepare your FAFSA from a completed Federal Income Tax Return if possible. Read the artilce on this web site titled, “The FAFSA: Making It User Friendly. Do not miss any deadlines established by the school. Do an estimated FAFSA only if your college deadlines make it impossible to complete your tax return.  Remember that a completed tax return is not a filed tax return.  You may file your return later.

FEBRUARY/MARCH

You will be receiving your Student Aid Report and Acknowledgment from the College Scholarship Service in the mail.  Check it over thoroughly and make any necessary corrections at this time.  This is particularly important to do if your initial FAFSA was done from an estimated tax return.

Have your parents send a signed copy of their completed federal income tax return only to each school that requests them.

Consult with a Campus Planning online to evaluate all admission notifications and financial aid award letters on or before April 15th. Use our Financial Aid Comparison Program, located on our Web site. We will assist you on preparing your financial aid comparison and develop a worksheet  evaluating each college’s awards upon receipt of this information.

We will prepare an appeal letter (request for additional aid) for the family if the desired college or university does not meet 100% of his or her financial eligibility or another school makes a better offer. 

MAY 1ST

The student should notify, not only his or her chosen college that the he or she will be be attending but, also, notify the other schools he or she will not be attending.  Remember that the schools have spent valuable time on your application and it is common courtesy to inform the institution that you will not be taking the offered space and using the offered financial aid. Other students may be waiting for additional financial aid.

MAY/JUNE

Begin processing all loan applications including the Stafford Loan along with a time payment plan application for the student’s chosen college.

