IMPORTANT COLLEGE SELECTION

CRITERIA RARELY CONSIDERED

by David Stoffer

A somewhat recent study demonstrated that the best academic atmosphere is one where the student attends a campus that has academic and social life twenty-four hours a day seven days a week. In another twenty-year study, by Pastorelli, it was discovered that the best-educated college student was one who had maximum contact with his or her professors both in and out of the classroom. Certainly he was not talking about commuting or “suit case students” (ones that go home every weekend).

There are one hundred sixty-eight hours in a week and the average student attends class seventeen hours a week. Eighty percent of a college student’s learning takes place in the ninety percent of the time spent out of the classroom. Little learning takes place in the automobile driving home every night or every weekend. I never met a college graduate who said, “I had the neatest college experience. I had an excellent commute home every night or a fantastic two-hour drive home every weekend.” Colleges and universities vary it the attachment students have for their campus and life spent there. 

Roger McIntyre, a University of Maryland psychology professor, in a study of college students who dropped out, made some unanticipated discoveries. He found that poor academic standing was not the significant reason for students leaving college. His study, on what motivated students to drop out of college, produced the following results.  Students, most likely to drop out, were those that either;

· 
Worked more than 21 hours a week.

· 
Paid more than 30% of their own college expenses.

· 
Commuted more than eight minutes to the college campus.

· 
Spent less than two hours a week socializing on campus.

· 
Commuted more than 13 minutes to work from home.

· 
Had fewer than two friends on campus.

McIntyre concluded, "Students consumed by work and travel find the final step of quitting college an easy one...a simple schedule adjustment. Yes college is a social experience as well as an educational one.  Everyone needs a certain amount of socialization and much learning goes on outside the classroom. Students who ignore socialization are missing an important aspect of the college experience.

Campus Planning is an excellent resource for locating colleges and universities that fit each student’s individual needs. Locating a college or university for students that are excellent learning environments and fit each individual's needs is our expertise. Feel free to contact us for information on locating a college or colleges that will be a good “fit’ for you. 

