HOW TO VISIT A CAMPUS

By David Stoffer


The campus visit, done properly, can provide you with valuable information. A parent should be involved with you in this endeavor. You should investigate the living environment of each school. Campus safety and fit are paramount here. The wrong institution can lead to four years of despair or the need to transfer.


The student should:

·        Make an appointment by contacting the admissions office at least two weeks in advance of the visit. Do this yourself. Your future begins with this step. The separation process includes responsibility. Be sure to schedule an interview, if the institution schedules such one-on-one meetings. If granted an interview be sure that at least one part of this meeting is with you and the admissions person alone. Your parents can come in at the conclusion. Large public institutions usually do not grant individual meetings or interviews, particularly on Saturdays.

· ·
We recommend your parents and you separate. Your parents may want to do this during your interview if your are granted one. They could make a concurrent appointment with the financial aid office if financial aid is a concern or explore the auxiliary services such as health services, tutoring, etc. Many families, however, want to see the campus together. Whichever method you choose, look at the campus community as a prospective resident during the tour. This will help you form questions to ask the guide. There will be plenty of time on the ride home to compare notes.

· ·
Be sure to ask, when making your appointment, for a chance to talk to faculty who teach in your area(s) of interest and attend at least one class in each area.

· ·
Take the campus tour keeping in mind that the tour guide, many times, will not discuss or show you any negatives about the school. They are normally chosen for their public relations abilities. Allow for time to leisurely look around the campus on your own. Allow at least three hours for this period and talk to current students about their experiences at this particular institution.

· ·
Get a copy of the campus newspaper and alumni magazine. Read them both thoroughly, perhaps later at home.

·       You should be asking questions about the activities in which you will be involved. Ask to meet with advisors or coaches to ask questions. Find out who is graduating that participated in you area of expertise or talent to determine the school’s needs (If you run the hurdles, is their hurdler a sophomore or a senior. The same is true of saxophone players, newspaper writers, etc.)

· ·
Take note of the living environment near the campus. Some schools have cultural and social opportunities nearby and others are in transitional or unfriendly areas. Use your camera and make additional notes on the back of the pictures later after the pictures are developed. A Polaroid can keep you from forgetting important data.

·       If possible, stay overnight in a dormitory. This is a wise investment of time. If the school does not provide housing for parents they should stay in a neighboring motel. This permits you to experience the school alone. Attend a class and eat a meal in the dining hall. You may want to return in March or April for this exercise.

